16. The action determined by the cerebral centre of relation is executed through the medium of the loco-motive muscles? the same nerves which transmitted the impression to the brain, serving for the conveyance of the will to the muscles.f 17. While an impression, or rather the stimulation which results from an impression, traverses the nervous system of the viscera, it determines certain movements in the fibrous structure, making part of the viscera; modifies the circulation of aU the fluids passing through them ; and produces also involuntary contractions of the loco-motive muscles (if any) [April of the heart, and is termed pericarditis. It is characterised by the seat of the pain, and by the depression and irregularity of the circulation, producing a sense of anguish in the region of the heart, lypothymia, and fear of death.
173. The heart also becomes inflamed through the medium of its internal or lining membrane, and the disease is then commonly called carditis. This phlegmasia affects in preference the arterial orifices, where it becomes chronic, and where it produces obstacles to the course of the blood, as thickenings, vegetations, ossification, &c. and ultimately hypertrophy of the heart, or aneurism. Irritation or inflammation of the locomotive system (rheumatism) is apt to be transferred to the heart, and give rise to this kind of disease.
174. Any irritation of the various tissues of the body, sufficiently intense to affect the function of the heart, may there produce phlogosis of either of the two membranes above-mentioned, and also of the internal surface of arteries.
175. Acute inflammation, ending in suppuration, of the muscular structure of the heart, is a very rare disease ; but a wasting or softening of the muscular structure often takes place from long-continued inflammation of its membranes.
176. p260. The bites of mad animals determine also inflammation 5* tile mucous surfaces, which is often repeated in the pharynx, rain, and even in the lungs. The delirium and convulsions liPpear to be consequences of these irritations and inflarn-
